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trial of Aizawa, murderer of General Nagata, which has excited the
feelings of the Fascist element in the Army, and the recent election
which returned an unexpectedly large number of more candidates
who are liberal, appear to be the immediate causes of the uprising.
Latest reports indicate that Admiral Osumi, Minister of the Navy,
has assumed the position of Acting Prime Minister and that General
Mazaki is the leading spirit in the affair. The movement, down to
the last detail, appears to have been thoroughly organized in advance.
[End of paraphrase]
7. The Embassy has just learned from a fairly reliable source that
Count Makino is safe.
grew
THE MURDER OF VISCOUNT SAITO
February 27, 1936
This is a dreadful time and I have just returned from a harrow-
ing experience—calling at the Saito house, the very one where he
was murdered yesterday, being ushered up to the little room where
liis body lay on the floor under a sheet, probably the same room
where he was killed, kneeling to burn incense and then turning to the
mourning family and finding myself face to face with dear Viscountess
Saito herself. Yesterday she was in the hospital, recovering from the
wounds inflicted on herself; she must have dragged herself out, her
arm in a sling, to be with the body of her beloved husband.
She asked if I wished to see his face and then removed the sheet;
there was a bullet wound visible (only one of his thirty-six wounds),
but he looked peaceful enough. How we loved him and admired and
respected him* He had a winning smile, always, and his white hair
gave him a distinction quite apart from the distinction he had won
in his many high posts and useful life. Only a few hours before the
assassinations he sat at our table beside Alice, jolly and gay, and
his wife next to me, and opposite me was Admiral Suzuki, who lies
at the point of death from his own wounds.
To-day, when I had paid my respects, Viscountess Saito said to
me, while we were both still kneeling in front of each other beside
the body, that her husband had never before seen the sound films
and that he had loved the picture at our-Embassy and that she knew
he would wish her to thank us for having given him such a happy
last evening. I was really too much moved to do more in reply
than to convey Alice's sympathy too. Who could have foreseen that
he was leaving our Embassy that night, and probably Admiral Suzuki
too, to go straight to his death by bullet and bayonet in his own
peaceful little Japanese home ?
These assassinations have stirred us terribly—Saito, Takahashi,
Watanabe dead and Suzuki probably fatally wounded. Thank
heaven that Count Makino escaped ; he was warned in time1 and
managed to leave the hot-spring hotel where he was staying and

